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What is the best source of information in a hurricane situation?
Local radio or television stations or a NOAA Weather Radio are the best sources of information
in a hurricane situation for official weather and weather-related bulletins.

NOAA Weather Radic is the prime alerting and crilical information delivery system of the
National Weather Service (NWS). NOAA Weather Radio broadcasts wamings, walches,
forecasts, and other hazard information 24 hours a day over mors than 650 stalions in the 50
states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerio Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S. Pagific
territories.

The NWS encourages people to buy a weather radio equipped with the Spaecific Area Message
Encoder (SAME) feature. This feature automatically alerts you when important information is
issued about hurricanes or other weather-retated hazards for your area. information on NOAA
Woeather Radio is avaitable from your local NWS office or at www.nws.noaa.govinwr,

Watch, Warning

« A Humricane/Tropical Storm WATCH means therse is a threat of hurricane/tropical
storm conditions within 36 hours. People in a watch area should review their
hurricane plans {Family Disaster Plan, Disaster Supplies Kit, evacuation routes}, kesp
informed, and be ready to act if a waming is issused.

+ A Hurricane/Tropical Storm WARNING means hurricane/tropical storm conditions
are expected in 24 hours of less. When a waming is issued, paople should complete
their storm preparations and leave the threatened area if directed te do so by local
officials.

A hurricane/tropical storm local statement, issued every two to three hours by local
National Weather Service {NWS) offices, summarzes all of the watches and warnings,
evacuation information, and most immediate threats to an area.

Watches and wamings for hurricanes and tropical storms are issued by the NWS and
broadcast on NOAA Weather Radio and on local radio and television stations.

Is your community StormReady? To help people prepare for the ravages of hazardous
weather, the National Weather Service has designed StormReady, a program aimed at
arming America’'s communities with the communication and safety skills necessary to save
lives and property. More information is available at www stormready.noag. gov/.
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